90
general situation. The beginning of the year witnessed both the
great German offensive in the west, and the Prime Minister's call
on India to rally again to the assistance of the Empire. The
raising of a large additional body of Indian troops involved heavy
expenditure in many directions^ and the provision of the neces-
sary munitions of war called for the output of every possible
exertion by Government. The acti^ties of the Indian Munitions
Board, which have been more fully described elsewhere, were
re-doubled in every direction. Army clothing factories were
expanded ; the production of ordnance factories was increased ;
closer control was exercised over stocks of imported articles
still available in India. The purchase of all foodstuffs and
other articles for the use of troops was closely supervised. Thus
the first part of the year 1918 was a period of great and wide-
spread activity. But unfortunately the world factors responsible
for high prices were shortly supplemented, so far as cereals
were concerned, by the agricultural situation which began
to develop over a large area in India.
The monsoon of 1918 was excep-
tionally feeble through northern and southern India. The
average rainfall was 19 per cent, in defect of normal, and
prolonged breaks affected the area and yield of the principal
crops. Scarcity was declared in various parts and began to
influence adversely the poorer classes of the population. The
extremely heavy ravages of influenza increased the distress.
Fortunately the comparative immunity of India from wide-
spread famine during the previous ten years and the excellent
harvests which had been realised since the beginning of the
\>d,r, had placed the agricultural community in an unusually
strong position. Nonetheless, from the middle of 1918 on-
wards, suffering began to make-itself felt. As in 1917, sporadic
rioting accompanied by the looting of markets, broke out
among vthe rural population in certain parts of India. The
situation demandad and received the prompt attention of
Government. It was indeed supremely fortunate at this time
that the necessity for the exportation of large quantities of
foodstuffs to the Allies began to diminish owing.tfc tne approach
of armistice conditions.